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Abstract:

The role of constitutional provisions in achieving justice in the distribution of wealth and
natural resources, particularly oil and gas in Iraq, is a pivotal constitutional issue closely
linked to financial stability, economic development, national unity, and social equity.
While the current Iragi Constitution of 2005 clearly stipulates the principle of public
ownership of oil and gas, this alone does not constitute a sufficient guarantee for
achieving distributive justice unless it is supported by a clear and applicable legislative
and executive framework.

An analysis of the constitutional basis for oil and gas ownership and management,
through a study of relevant constitutional texts, particularly those establishing the
principle of public ownership and defining the nature of shared powers between the
federal government and the regions and governorates, reveals the generality and
ambiguity of these texts, as well as the lack of clear mechanisms for revenue distribution.
This has led to differing interpretations and varying practices, weakening the binding
force of the constitutional text in this area. Furthermore, the organization of natural
resource management under the Iraqi federal system reveals the nature of the relationship
between the federal government and decentralized authorities, and the impact of
overlapping powers and weak institutional coordination on hindering joint oil and gas
management. This, in turn, affects the unity of the state's fiscal policy. The absence of
supplementary legislation, especially an oil and gas law, has contributed to entrenching
constitutional problems and transforming constitutional principles into theoretical texts
lacking practical application.

The effectiveness of constitutional provisions in achieving distributive justice for oil and
gas revenues reveals the gap between the constitutional text and its implementation. This
gap is exposed by uncovering the constitutional, legislative, and administrative obstacles
that have prevented a fair and balanced distribution of revenues among the provinces.
These obstacles include the absence of objective criteria for revenue distribution, the
influence of political considerations on the management of this sovereign resource, and
the resulting developmental disparities and imbalances in the principle of financial
equity.

Achieving distributive justice for oil and gas revenues in Iraq requires moving beyond
general constitutional provisions and establishing a comprehensive legal framework
based on effective legislation, clear and transparent distribution criteria, and oversight
mechanisms that ensure sound resource management. This will achieve balanced
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development, safeguard the rights of current and future generations, and strengthen
confidence in the state's constitutional and financial system.

Keywords: (Natural Resources, Iragi Constitution, Public Ownership of Resources,
Federal and Regional Governments)
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