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Abstract:

The world has recently witnessed significant transformations in the nature of
development and its instrumentalities, following the demonstrated
inadequacy of traditional models to achieve a sustainable equilibrium
between the imperatives of economic growth, on the one hand, and the
preservation of natural resources and the realization of social justice, on the
other. Consequently, the concept of sustainable development has emerged as
a comprehensive intellectual and legal framework aimed at attaining
balanced development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the rights of future generations, while duly integrating
economic, social, and environmental dimensions alike. This concept has
acquired increasing prominence at the international level, having been
endorsed by the United Nations and various international organizations
through numerous declarations and international agreements, culminating in
the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which
established seventeen universal goals binding upon Member States,
including lIrag, to undertake the necessary legislative and institutional
measures for their implementation. Sustainable development is no longer
merely a political orientation or an ethical commitment; rather, it has
evolved into a legal principle exerting tangible influence on the formulation
of public policies and national legislation. Within the Iraqi context,
sustainable development assumes heightened importance in light of the
political, economic, and security challenges the country has endured, in
addition to escalating environmental crises such as desertification, water
scarcity, land degradation, and pollution. Moreover, the Iraqi economy
remains heavily dependent on natural resources—particularly oil—thereby
necessitating the adoption of an effective legal framework to ensure the
sound management and optimal utilization of such resources in a manner
that achieves comprehensive and sustainable development, while mitigating
the adverse effects of environmental and economic depletion..

Keywords: Sustainable Development , Legal Framework, International
Obligations, National Legislation, Constitution , Domestic Laws, Economic
Development.
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